
The Day of Reward 

When I went to primary school, we took exams at the end of each term, and the results were 

released on the last day of the term. On that day, the whole school gathered in one place, and the 

results were read out according to classes (Grades). At the end of the day, everyone in school knew 

those who were the best performing students and those who lagged behind most. Some pupils went 

back home with prizes and others had nothing. This could not be anything but justice; giving each 

person their due. It was usually a day of rejoicing and sadness at the same time. The first reading 

of today from The Prophet Malachi talks about the day [that] is coming, blazing like an oven, when 

all the proud and all evildoers will be stubble…But for you who fear my name, there will arise the 

sun of justice with its healing rays (Malachi 4.1-2). The day in question is the Day of the Lord – 

an eschatological (end of time) event that will bring judgment to the guilty and deliverance to the 

faithful. 

 

When the school term usually began, teachers could be heard reminding the pupils often that 

whatever they sow they would reap; encouraging them that if they wanted to make good results at 

the end of the term and receive prizes, then they had to start working hard from the first day of the 

term, putting in enough energy and attention in their class work. If they were too lazy to study they 

would reap bad results at the end of the term. We can borrow this lesson into our spiritual life. At 

the end of this life comes judgment. This is not something that anyone can escape from; all we 

need to do is to prepare accordingly by living out the love of God and our neighbors in a perfect 

way. Before God will come to judge us, we would have already passed the test, depending on how 

well we lived our lives. When we are called to serve God and our brothers and sisters, we are 

building treasures for ourselves in heaven. Jesus tells us in the Gospel of Matthew that those who 

will inherit the kingdom of his Father are those who love those who are in need. Those who despise 

the needy will head to an eternal fire. (cf. Matt. 25: 31-46) 

 

We live in a world where it is expected that those who deserve any merit be given it. Sometimes 

we experience the opposite, we experience injustice; we see people bribing their way through. This 

often hurts us deeply. In a difficult time for ancient Israel, after their exile in Babylon, some 

complained that the wicked seem to get away with everything, and that there's no benefit to 

obeying the Lord. God's messenger Malachi assures them that the evildoers will get their due on 

the terrible "Day of the Lord." God does take note of the goodness of those who fear him: "They 

shall be my special possession, on the day I take action... Then you will again see the distinction 

between the just and the wicked." (Malachi 3: 17-18). The action that God is going to take on that 

day will be one that is deserving to each person.  

 

May Our Blessed Mother obtain for us the grace to remain faithful in Faith, Hope, and Love until the Lord 

comes. 

 

Have a Blessed Sunday, 

Fr. Casmia 



 


